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M ATP- 6 10 US 

Appln.No.: 09/909,179 

Amendment Dated September 28, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of July 28, 2005 

am^mehts to the Claims; This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, 
of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A video recorder programming device comprising: 

means for communicating between a user and said video recorder programming device 
through a telephone connection; 

means for storing voice messages transmitted by said user through said means for 
communicating; 

means for transmitting audio data to said user through said means for communicating to 
prompt said user to send recording parameter data; 

means for receiving and storing said recording parameter data transmitted by said user 
as DTMF tones corresponding to keys on a telephone keypad through said means for 
communicating, wherein the means for receiving and storing said recording parameter data 
further includes means for determining if a video recorder controlled by the video recorder 
programming device has sufficient storage to store video information corresponding to the 
recording parameter data *nrl other v ideo Information that has nor vet been recorded 
corresponding to previou sl y ytnrPrt recording parameterdata and for prompting the user for 
instructions If the video recorder does not have sufficient storage to store the video information, 
^ nri wherein »hq instructions pro mpt me user to select between overwriting recpj^edLvjdgR 
information or ftriitino the previously stored recording parameter data;^nd 

means for starting a recording process by the video recorder responsive to the stored 
parameters. 
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2. (Currently Amended) A video recorder programming device comprising : 

means for communicating between a user and said video recorder programming device 
through a telephone connection; 

means for storing voice messages transmitted by said user through said means for 
communicating; 

means for transmitting audio data to said user through said means for communicating to 
prompt said user to send recording parameter data; 

means for receiving and storing said recording parameter data transmitted by said user 
as DTMF tones corresponding to keys on a telephone keypad through said means for 
communicating, wherein the means for receiving and storing said recording parameter data 
further includes means for determining if a video recorder controlled by the video recorder 
programming device has sufficient storage to store video information corresponding to the 
recording parameter data ?nrl other vid *»r, information that has not vet pgt?n recorded 
rorr^n gnriina to previo usl y stored rec ording parameter data and for prompting the user for 
instructions if the video recorder does not have sufficient storage to store the video information, 

^h 0rairt hh» inci-mr-tinns pmmpi- rhP .,ser to select between_oj^rwritLrjaiecoj^djd^ 
information or editing t ^q prm/jg^i y stored recording parameter data; and 

means for starting a recording process by the video recorder responsive to the stored 
parameters including an infrared signal transmitter that transmits a command to the video 
recorder causing the video recorder to enter a programming mode, that transmits the 
parameters to the video recorder as the program and that transmits a command to the video 
recorder to leave the programming mode. 

3. (Original) A device according to claim 1 wherein the parameters include a 
channel number and a start time, and the device further comprises a television receiver and 
decoder including a television tuner for tuning to the channel specified by the channel number 
at a time equal to the start time to receive and decode a television signal corresponding to the 
parameters, whereby the video recorder records the decoded television signal. 
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4. (Original) A device according to claim 3, wherein the device further comprises 
a mass storage device and the means for starting the recording process causes the decoded 
television signal to be stored In the mass storage device as the video recorder. 

5. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein the means for storing audio 
messages comprises a telephone answering machine. 

6. (Original) The device of claim 5, further comprising means, responsive to a 
predetermined dual-tone multi-frequency (DTMF) code for switching the device between 
operating as the telephone answering machine and as the video recorder programming device. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method of programming a video recording device 
comprising: 

enabling telephone communications between a user and a set top box when the user is 
at a location remote from the set top box; 

transmitting audio data to the user to prompt the user to transmit audio programming 
data including start time data and one of stop time data and duration data; 

receiving the audio programming data into the set top box through said telephone 
communications and converting the audio programming data into command data for the video 
recording device; 

determining if the video recording device has sufficient storage to store video 
information corresponding to the fw*greBH*to^ 

has not vet been recorded corresponding to_previouslY received command data and prompting 
the user for instructions if the video recording device does not have sufficient storage to store 
the video inf^r^atinn;-a^ whe rein the instructions prompt tb e user to ^lect between 
overwriting recorded video informa tion or edjt^ received cpjiimangld^^ 

transmitting the command data and anv edited previously received comm and dat§Jo the 
video recording device. 
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8. (Original) A method according to claim 7, wherein the set-top box further 
includes telephone answering machine functionality and the method further comprises the step 
of receiving predetermined audio data to switch the set-top box from the answering machine 
functionality prior to receiving the audio programming data. 

9. (Original) A method according to daim 7, wherein the step of transmitting 
the command data to the video recording device includes converting the command data into 
infra-red signals and transmitting the infra-red signals to the video recording device. 

10. (Original) A method according to claim 7, further including the step of storing 
the command data in the set top box. 

11. (Currently Amended) A method of programming a video recording device 
comprising 

enabling telephone communications between a user and a set top box; 

transmitting audio data to the user to prompt the user to transmit audio programming 
data including start time data and one of stop time data and duration data and to prompt the 
user to select between entering new programming data, deleting existing programming data 
and editing existing programming data; 

receiving the audio programming data into the set top box through said telephone 
communications and converting the audio programming data into command data for the video 
recording device including modifying the stored command data responsive to audio 
programming data received through the telephone communications; 

determining if the video recording device has sufficient storage to store video 
information corresponding to the command data and Qther video information th a t has not 
hpp rt recorded co rrespondi ng to pre viously re ceived^ommand date and prompting the user for 
instructions if the video recording device does not have sufficient storage to store the video 
information ;-afrf^hej^inm^^ 

r*ivMYiPrf video information or editing the previously recei ved c omma nd data; and 
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transmitting the command data afl ri , qny «itt*\ previously receivprt command d ,ata_to the 
video recording device. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method of programming a video recorder, said method 
comprising: 

detecting an incoming telephone call by a set top box containing an automated 
answering machine; 

enabling telephone communication between a user and said set top box when the user is 
at a location remote from said set-top box; 

transmitting a message from said automated answering machine to said user; 

detecting a programming signal transmitted by said user through said telephonic 
communication to said automated answering machine, 

receiving programming data into said automated answering machine, said programming 
data being transmitted by said user through said telephone communication and including start 
time data and at least one of stop time data and duration data, 

determining if the video recorder has sufficient storage to store video information 
corresponding to the programming data nnri nrppr yjrlPfl information that has not yet been 
L^uuJLdroiiTXIJ^ rorrtvpH pmnrammino data and prompting the user for 

instructions if the video recorder does not have sufficient storage to store the video information; 
^^.n ,h» i^t-mrn-nns prompt the_use,qg^ectMbw. Qen overwriting re cordedjddeo 
information or editing fhp previou sly received programming datg; and, 



litting said programming data and a control code from said automated answering 
machine to said video recorder to enable a recording function of said video recorder. 



transmf 



13. (Original) The method of claim 12, further comprising storing said 
programming data into a data storage device. 
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14. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the step of transmitting the 
programming data to the video recorder further includes the step of converting the 
programming data into an infrared signal. 
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